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Cruise partners unite with Tourism Australia to welcome visitors  

 
September 5, 2025 – Australia’s cruise industry has renewed its successful partnership with Tourism Australia, uniting 
the country’s cruise community around a mission to increase international visitation and grow the national visitor 
economy. 

The Australian Cruise Association (ACA) and Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) have signed a new 
Memorandum of Understanding with Tourism Australia, extending a partnership first established in 2023. 

Under the agreement, the two associations will work with Tourism Australia to collectively grow inbound demand for 
Australia and to make Australia the premier cruising destination for high-yield travellers, with a focus on growing 
overnight visitor expenditure. 

ACA CEO Jill Abel said the three organisations had successfully enhanced the profile of Australia as a cruise 
destination and increased awareness of the potential in cruise tourism. 

“Australia has more than 30,000km of coastline and an incredible diversity of destinations that are open to explore by 
sea, so cruising is a natural for anyone considering a holiday in Australia,” Mrs Abel said. “By working together with 
Tourism Australia, we are increasing awareness of Australia’s cruise potential among the wider travel industry and 
international markets.” 

CLIA Managing Director in Australasia Joel Katz said cruise tourism was a significant contributor to Australia’s 
economy. 

“Australia welcomed almost 250,000 international cruise passengers last year, making cruise one of the country’s 
biggest sources of overseas visitors,” Mr Katz said. “Our partnership between CLIA, the ACA and Tourism Australia 
unites us in our mission to attract more cruise ships, welcome more cruise visitors, and increase the A$8.43 billion-a-
year contribution that cruising makes to the Australian economy.” 

Tourism Australia Executive General Manager Industry Sally Cope said cruising continues to be an integral part of 
Australia’s visitor economy. 

 “We are excited to be continuing our partnership with ACA and CLIA and collaborating on industry opportunities to 
capitalise on international cruising to Australia, particularly for dispersing international visitors to regional parts of 
the country.” 

The Memorandum of Understanding was announced today at the Australian Cruise Association annual conference 
being held in Fremantle, Western Australia. 

### 

Media contacts: Gemma Axford, ACA, 0402 506 131, gemma@australiancruiseassociation.com; Jon Murrie, CLIA, 0400 878 
493, jmurrie@cruising.org. 
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About Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA)  
Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) is the world's peak cruise industry trade association – the unified voice and leading authority of the global cruise 
community. On behalf of its members, affiliates and partners, the organisation supports policies and practices that foster a secure, healthy, and sustainable 
cruise ship environment, promoting positive travel experiences for the more than 30 million passengers who have cruised annually. The CLIA community 
includes the world's most prestigious ocean, river, and specialty cruise lines; a highly trained and certified travel agent community; and a widespread network 
of stakeholders, including ports & destinations, ship development, suppliers, and business services. CLIA represents more than 90% of the world’s ocean-going 
cruise capacity, as well as 54,000 travel agents and 15,000 travel agencies worldwide. The organisation's global headquarters are in Washington, DC, with 
regional offices located in North and South America, Europe, and Australasia. For more information, please visit cruising.org.au or follow @CLIAAustralasia on 
Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn.   
 

About Australian Cruise Association (ACA) 
Australian Cruise Association is the co-operative marketing brand for cruise tourism in the Australia and Pacific region and represents a diversity of interests 
including regional ports, international, national and state tourism agencies, shipping agents, inbound tour operators and companies dedicated to marketing and 
delivering the region as a world class cruise destination. 

https://cruising.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/CLIAAustralasia
https://twitter.com/CLIAAustralasia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2724296/admin/

